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Indicator - Number of Gross Pollutant Traps
(GPTs) installed
Indicator - Total catchment area of GPTs

There was no significant change reported

across the region in the number or catchment

area of gross pollutant traps.
Indicator - Water pollution complaints
As in previous years, 85% of water pollution

complaints investigated in the region are
made to the Bathurst and Dubbo Councils.

However, this year the number in Dubbo LGA

almost doubled to overtake Bathurst as the
LGA with the most complaints investigated.

Indicator - Dam levels

As shown in Figure 7, during 2013-14 there
has been a significant decline in the average
storage volume for all the major dams in the
region. Burrendong, Carcoar and Wyangala
dams declined to their lowest levels since
2009-10. This is significant, not least
because Burrendong and Wyangala dams
account for over 83% of the total water
storage across the six major dams in the
region.

To preserve water resources in river and
groundwater systems for the long term it is
critical to balance the competing needs of
the environment and water users. Water
sharing plans establish rules for sharing
water between the environmental needs of
the river or aquifer and water users, and also

between different types of water use such as
town supply, rural domestic supply, stock
watering, industry and irrigation.

Indicator - Number of irrigation licences from
surface water sources

Water sharing plans are being progressively
developed for rivers and groundwater systems
across New South Wales following the
introduction of the Water Management Act
2000. The 2013-14 year is the first in which
the information for surface and groundwater

extraction in this report has been provided
entirely based on the Water Management Act
2000. In previous years, some of the data
was still derived from licences issued under
the previous Water Act 1912.

In this report, the surface and
groundwater extraction data for 2013-14
has been shown alongside the 2012-13 data
in the summary table (Table 3), for
information only. In future years’ reports,
all data prior to 2013-14 will be excluded
so that these indicators can be tracked on
a consistent basis.

Wetlands,Warren LGA
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The right to extract irrigation water from
surface water sources is regulated under the
Water Management Act 2000. Under this Act,
every pump used to extract water has to
have a “Water Supply Work Approval”.
Therefore, tracking the number of Water
Supply Work Approvals across the region
will provide an indication of the demand
for water for irrigation.

Indicator - Volume of surface water permissible
for extraction under licences

Under the Water Management Act 2000
irrigators require an “Access Licence” to
extract water from surface water sources
governed by a water sharing plan, via one
or more pumps (Water Supply Work
Approvals).

The Access Licences are volumetric
entitlements and can be bought and sold
with or separately to the land with which
they were originally associated.

NSW policy has been to cap the volume
of water available for extraction from surface
water sources by not increasing the total
volume issued under Access Licences.
Therefore, we would not expect future
increases in this indicator unless there is a
change in government policy. However, it is
possible that there may be a decline over
time due to a combination of government
water buy-backs and some licence holders
surrendering their licences if they decide
that the cost of water is no longer viable
for them.

Indicator - Number of bore licences from
groundwater resources

The right to extract water from groundwater
sources via bores is regulated under the Water
Management Act 2000. As with surface water,
every bore used to extract water has to have a
“Water Supply Work Approval”. Bores
though, fall into two categories:

Stock & domestic bores which can be used
by owners or occupiers of land, overlaying
an aquifer, for domestic purposes or to
water stock. In 2013-14 there were 19,110
stock & domestic bores across the region.
Bores which are used to extract water via a
groundwater access licence for irrigation or
other non-domestic uses. In 2013-14 there
were 1,344 of these across the region.

‘Water and Waterways

Winter morning,
Castlereagh River,
Gilgandra (Diana

Kureen)
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Rural landscape, Was due to a combination of Lachlan Shire
Mid-Western LGA  being added to the Netwaste contract, plus
a 35% increase in collections for the 8
LGAs reporting in each of the last four
years, notably Dubbo, Mid-Western and
Orange.

Indicator - Garden organics collected
(diverted from landfill)

The 8.4% increase in garden organics
collected this year continues the improving
trend in this indicator. The biggest single
contributor was Orange City Council
whose successful green waste collection
program was already the biggest in the
region and rose by a further 68% in 2013-14
to 12,226 tonnes.

Indicator - E-Waste diverted from landfill

There was a large increase in E-waste
collections this year compared to 2012-13,
although the total collected is still lower
than in 2011-12 (when many televisions
were collected due to the digital change
over). Whilst collections rose in several
LGA:s, the biggest contributors to the
change were Blayney and Wellington which
between them collected almost half the
E-waste for the whole region.

2013-2014 Regional Snapshot—State of the Environment





















bkl

e ol
0 O e

thigas ol ¢






























